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DOW 

Doubtlefs he would have made a noble knight. Sb. H. VI. 

All their defires, deferts, or expectations the Conqueror 
had no other means to fatisfy, but by the eftates of fuch as 
had appeared open enemies to him; and doubtlefs many inno- 
cent perfons fullered in this kind. Hale’s Com. Lavjof England. 

Doubtlefs many men are finally loft, who yet have no mens 
fins to anfwer for, but their own. South’s Sermons . 

. Thefe mountains have been doubtlefs much higher than they 
are at prefent: the rains have waftied away of the foil, that 
has left the veins of ftones fhooting out of them. Woodward . 

Doubtlefs , oh gueft ! great laud and praife were mine. 

If, after focial rites and gifts beftow’d, 

1 ftain’d rhv hofbitable hearth with bio 


liny hofpitable hearth with blood. Pope’s Odyffey. 

Douce't. n.f [doucet, French.] Acuftard. This word lfind 
only in Skinner . 

Do'ucker. n.f [from To douck , corrupted from To duck.] 

A bird that dips in the water. 

The colymbi, or douckcrs, or loons, are admirably con- 
formed for diving, covered with thick plumage, and their 
feathers fo flippery, that water cannot moiften them. Ray. 
DOVE, n.f [ duvo , old Teutonick ; taub, dauby German.] 

1. A wild pigeon. 

So fhews a fnowy dove trooping with crows. 

As yonder lady o’er her fellows fhows. Sb. Rom. and Juliet. 

Say, will the falcon, ftooping from above, 

Shift with her varying plumage, fpare the dove ? Pope. 

Not half fo fwift the trembling doves can fly. 

When the fierce eagle cleaves the liquid fky; 

Not half fo fwiftly the fierce eagle moves, 

When through the fkies he drives the trembling doves. Pope . 

2 . A pigeon. 

I have here a difli of doves, that I will beftow upon your 
worfhip. Sbakefpeare’ s Merchant of Venice. 

Do'vecot. n.f. [dove and cot.] A frnall building in which 
pigeofts are bred and kept. 

Like an eagle in a dovecot , I 
Flutter’d your Volfcians in Corioli; 

Alone I did it. Sbakefpeare’ s Coriolanus : 

Do'vehouse. n.f [dove and houfe.] A houfe for pigeons. 

The hawk fets up for protestor, and makes havock in the 
clovekoufe. _ L’Ejl range. Fab. 20. 

But ftill the doveboufe obftinately flood. Dryden. 

Do'vetail. n. I [* ve and tail.] A form of joining two 
bodies together, where that which is inferted has the form of 
a wedge reverfed, and therefore cannot fall out. 

DoUgh.%./ [bah, Saxon; deegb , Dutch] 

1. The pafte t)f bread, or pies, yet unbaked. 

When the gods moulded up the pafte of man, 

Some of their dough was left upon their hands. 

For want of fouls, and fo they made Egyptians. Dryden . 

You that from pliant pafte would fabricks raife. 

Expelling thence to gain immortal praife. 

Your knuckles try, and let your finews know 
Their pow’r to kneed, and give the form to dough. King. 

2. My cake is Dough. My affair has mifearried; my under- 
taking has never come to maturity. 

"My cake is dough , but I’ll in among the reft; 

Out of hope of all, but my fhare of the feaft. Sbakefpeare. 
Doughba'kf.d. adj. [dough and baked.] Unfinifhed; not 
hardened to perfection ; foft. 

For when, through taftelefs flat humility, 1 

In doughbak’d men fome harmleflnefs we fee, V 

’Tis but his phlegm that’s virtuous, and not he. Donne, j 
Doughty, adj. [bohcij, Saxon ; deught , viitue, Dutch ] 

1. Brave; noble; illuftrious; eminent. Ufed of men and 
things. 

Such reftiefs paffiondid all night torment 
The flattening courage of that fairy knight, 

Devifing how that doughty tournament. 

With greateft honour, he atchieven might 

2 . It is now feldom ufed but ironically, or in burlefque. 

If this doughty hiftorian hath any honour or confcience left, 
he ought to beg pardon. Stillingfeet’s Def. of Difc. on Rom Idol. 
She fmil’d to fee the doughty hero (lain ; 

But, at her fmile, the beau reviv’d again. Pope. 

Do'U ghv. adj. [from dough.] Unfound; foft; unhardened. 
Your foil was milled with a fnipt taflata fellow there, 
whofe villanous faftron would have made all the unbaked and 
doughy youth of a nation in his colour. Sbakefpeare. 

To DOUSE, v. a. pt/s-K ; but probably it is a cant word formed 
from the found.] To put over head fuddenly in the water. 

To Douse, v. n. To fall fuddenly into the water. 

It is no jelling, trivial matter. 

To fwing i’ th’ air, or doufe in water. Hudibras , p. u. 

Do' wager-, 'n.f. [< douairiere , French ] 

I. A widow with a jointure. 

* She lingers my defires, 

Like to a ftepdame or a dowager , 

Long wintering on a young man’s revenue. ohakejpear e. 
Widows have a greater interefl in property than either 
maids or wives ; fo that it is as unnatural for a dowager as a 
freeholder to be an enemy to our conftitution. Addij. Freehold. 


Fairy Dhteen. 
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2. The title given to ladies who furvive their hulbands, 

Catharine no more 

Shall be call’d queen ; but princefs dowager , 

And widow to prince Arthur. Sbakefpeare’ s Henry \’IU 

DoVdy. n f An aukvvard, ill-drefled, inelegant woman. 
Laura, to his lady, was but a kitchen wench ; Dido a 
dowdy, Cleopatra, a gipfy ; Helen and Hero, Hidings and 
harlots. Sbakefpeare’ s Rome: anfjuliet 

The bedlam train of lovers ufe 
T’ inhance the value, and the faults excufe; 

And therefore ’tis no wonder if we fee 
They doat on dowdies and deformity. Dry dee 

No houfwifry the dowdy creature knew ; 

To fum up all, her tongue confels’d the fhrew. Gays Pal 

DOWER. \ r rj • . tt ui ' J ' 

X^'J' [douau e, Trench. j 

1. That which the wife bringeth to her hufband in marriage.' 

His wife brought in dow’r Cilicia's crown, 

And in herfelf a greater dow'r alone. Dryden. 

His only daughter in a ftranger’s pow’r ; 

For very want, he could not pay a dow’r. Pope’s Epdfies. 

2. That which the widow pofieffes. 

His patrimonial territories of Flanders were partly in dower 
to his mother-in-law, and patdy not ferviceable, in refpecl of 
the late rebellions. Bacon s Henry VII. 

3. The gifts of a hufband for a wife. 

Afk me never fo much dowery and gift, and I will give ac- 
cording as ye fhall fay unto me ; but give me the damfel to 
wife. Gen. xxxiv. 12. 

4. Endowment ; gift. 

What fpreading virtue, what a fparkling fire ; 

How great, how plentiful, how rich a doiv’r, 

Do’ft thou within this dying flefh infpire ! Davies. 

Do'wered, adj. [from dower.] Portioned; fupplied with a 
portion. 

Will you with thofe infirmities file owes. 

Unfriended, new-adopted to our hate, 

Dower’d with our curfe, and ftranger’d with our oath, 

Take her, or leave her. Sbakefpeare’ s King Lear, 

Do'werless. adj. [from dower.] Without a fortune; un- 
portioned. 

Thy dow’rlefs daughter, king, thrown t.o my chance, 

Is queen of us, and ours, and our fair France. Sb. K, Lear. 
Do'wlas. n.f A coarfe kind of linen. 

Dowlas , filthy dowlas ; I have given them away to bakers 
wives, and they have made boulters of them. Shak. Hen, IV, 
Down. n.f. [ duun , Danifh.] 

1. Soft feathers. 

Virtue is the rougheft way ; 

But proves at night a bed of down. 

Leave, leave, fair bride ! your folitary bed, 

No more fhalhyou return to it alone ; 

It nurfeth fadnefs ; and your body’s print, 

Like to a grave, the yielding down doth dint. 

Lie tumbling on owe down, courting the blefiing ^ 

Of a fhort minute’s flumber. Denham s Sophy. 

A tender weakly conftitution is very much o^ing to the 
ufe of down beds. Lode. 

2. Any thing that fooths or mollifies. 

Thou bofom foftnefs ! down of all my cares ! 

I could recline my thoughts upon this breaft 
To a forgetfulnels of all my griefs, 

And yet be happy. Southern’s Omnoko. 

9. Soft wool, or tender hair. 

Scarce had the down to fhade his cheeks begun; 

One was their care, and their delight was one. 

I am not chang’d, I love my hufband ftill; 

But live him as he was when youthful grace, 

' And the firfl down began to fhade his face. Dryd. Aurengz. 
On thy chin the Springing beard began . 

To fpread a doubtful down, and promife man. Erie . 

4 The foft fibres of plants which wing the feeds. 

Any light thing that moveth, when we find no wino, 
fheweth a wind at hand ; as when feathers, ordmrn ofM > 
fly to and fro in the air. Bacon’s Natural Hijfory, 

Like fcatter’d down by howling Kurus blown, 

Bv rapid whirlwinds from his manfion thrown. N 

DOWN. n.J. [nun, Saxon ; dune, Erfe, a hill ; but ^ 
now as if derived from the adverb.] A large openp > 

valley. , . 

On the downs we fee, near Wilton fair, ^ 

A haft’ned hare from greedy greyhound go. . 

Lord of much riches, which the ufe renown , 

Seven thoufand broad-tailM fiieep graz d on his 
Not all the fleecy wealth 

That doth enrich thofe downs is worth a thoug , 

To this my errand, and the care it b j; oU g ‘ 

How Will-a-wifp mi (leads night-faring q 

O’er lulls, and finking bogs, and pathlefs downs. 

To compafs this, his building is a town > £pMd. 
His pond an ocean, his parterre a d ‘ wn ; J ’ 

2 . A hill; a rifing ground. This fenfe is ' ) • jjjls 


J Volt on, 


Dome. 


Dryden. 
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Hills afford plearant profpeas; as they mufl. needs acknow- 
ledge who have been on the downs of Suffex. Ray on the Croat. 
Down. prep, [abuna, Saxon.] 

, Along a defeent ; from a higher place to a lower. 

' Let to thy hold when a great wheel runs down hill, lelt 
bretk thy neck with following it ( but the great one that goes 
upward/ let him draw after. Shakefieare’s KtngLem . 

A man falling down a precipice, though in motion, is no 
at liberty, becaufe he cannot flop that motion if he would. Lot. 

2 Towards the mouth of a river. . , . t,_ 

Mahomet put his chief fubftance into certain boats, to be 

conveyed down the river, as purpofing to fly. Enolies. 

/“on’th/ground ; from the height at which any thing was to 

a lower fltuation. . . , 

Whom they hit, none on their feet might ft anc B 
Though Handing elfe as rocks; but down they fell 
By thoufands. Milton's Paradije Loll, b. vi. /. 593 - 

Down finks the giant with a thund’ring found, ) 

His pond’rous limbs opprefs the trembling ground ; f 

Blood, brains, and foam, gufh from the gapingwound./;r. } 
Tending towards the ground. 

Out of light ; below the horizon. 

How goes the night, boy ? 

—The moon is d.wn ; I have not heard the clock. 

And fhe goes down at twelve. Shakejpcares Macbeth . 

L. To a total maceration. , 

Whitt remains of the fubjedl, after the decoaion, is con- 
tinued to be boiled down, with the addition of frefh water, to 
a fapid fat. - . ArbutbnJ on Aliments. 

5. Into difgrace ; into declining reputation. 

He fhar’d our dividend o’ th’ crown. 

We had fo painfully preach’d down ; 

And forc’d us, though againft the grain, 

T’ have calls to teach it up again. Hudibras, p. in. cant. 2. 

It has been ftill preached up, but aefted down-, and dealt 
with, as the eagle in the fable did with the oyfter, carrying it 
ur. on high, that, by letting it fall, he might dafh it in 
i eces . ° South’s Sermons. 

There is not a more melancholy obje£l in the learned 
world, than a man who has written himfeir down. Addifon . 

6. [Anfwering to up.] Here and there. 

Let them wander up and down for meat, and grudge if they 

be not fatisfied. PJ' bx * 

Down, inter j. 

j. i\n exhortation to deftruclion or demolition. 

Go, fome pull down the Savoy ; others to the Inns of 
Courts : down with them all. Sbakefpeare’ s Henry VI. p. ii. 

If there be ten, fiirink not ; but down with them. Shakefp. 

But now they cry, down wfith the palace, fire it, 

Pull out th’ ufurping queen. Dryden s Spanijh Fryar. 

2 . A contemptuous threat. 

Down, down to hell, and fay I fent thee thither. Shakefp . 
Down. [To go.] To be digefted ; to be received. 

If he be hungdy more than wanton, bread alone will down ; 
and if lie be not hungry, ’tis not fit he fhould eat. Locke . 

1 know not how abfurd this may feem to the mailers of de- 
monftration ; and probably it will hardly down with any body, 
at firft hearing. Locke. 

To Down. v. a. [from the particle.] To knock; to fubdue^ 
to fupprefs ; to conquer. 

The hidden beauties Teem’d in wait to lie. 

To down proud hearts, that would not willing die. Sidney. 
Do'wncast. adj. [down and caJL] Bent down ; directed to 
the ground. 

Wanton languilhing borrowed of her eyes the downcafl 
look of modefty. Sidney, b. ii. 

My wily nurfe by long experience found. 

And firft difeover’d to my foul its wound, 

’Tis love, faid fhe ; and then my downcafl eyes. 

And guilty dumbnefs, witnefs’d my furprize. Dryden. 

Thy downcafl looks, and thy diforder’d thoughts, 

Tell me my fate : I alk not the fuccefs 
My caufe has found. Addifon’ s Cato. 

Do'wnfal. n.f [down sand. fall.] 

1 . Ruin ; calamity ; fall from rank or ftate. 

Why do’ft thou fay king Richard is depos’d ? 

Dar’ll thou, thou little better thing than earth, 

Divine his downfal f Sbakefpeare’ s Richard II. 

We have leen fome, by the ways by which they had de- 
figned to rife qncontrollably, to have direcUy procured their 
utter downfal. South’s Sermons • 

2. A fudden fall, or body of things falling. 

Each downfal of a flood the mountains pour 

From their rich bowels, rolls a filver ftream. Dryd. Ind. Em. 

3. Deftrudtion of fabricks. 

Not more aghaft the matrons of renown. 

When tyrant Nero burn’d th’ imperial town, 

Shriek’d for the downfal in a doleful cry, 

For which their guiltlefs lords were doom’d to die. Dryden. 
Do'wn fallen, participial adj. [d.wn and fall. ] Ruined; 

fallen. 
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The land is now divorced by the downfallen ffeep cliffs m 
the farther fide. . 

Do'wncvred. adj. [down and gyred .J Let o i, 

wrinkles. , r 

Lord Hamlet, with his (lockings loofe. 

Ungarter’d, and downgyre'd to his ancles. Shakefp. Hamlet. 
Do'wn hi L. n.f. [down and hill ] Declivity; defeent. 

Heavy the third, and {lift* he finks apace ; 

And though ’tis downhil all, but creeps along the race. Drya* 
Do'wnhil. adj. Declivous; descending. 

Do'wnlooked. adj. [down and look.] Hawng M w 
countenance ; gloomy; futlen; melancholy. 

Jealoufy fuffus’d, with jaundice in her eyes, 

Difcolouring all fhe view’d, in tawney drefs’d ; 

Dowhlook’d, and with a cuckow on lier fill. Lpryd. Fah f s ' 
Do'wnlying. adj. [dcivn and lie.] About to be in travau o 

childbirth. 

DoVnright. adv. [doivn and right.] 

1. Strait or right down ; down perpendicularly. 

A giant’s (lain in fight, . 

Or mow’d o’erthwart, or cleft downright. Hudibras, p. u 

2 . In plain terms ; without ceremony. 

Elves away ; 

We fhall chide downright, if I longer (lay. Sbakefpeare . 

q. Completely; without flopping fhort. .. 

This paper put Mrs. Bull in fuch a paffion, that fhe fell 
downright into a fit. ArbutbnFs Hi/lory of John Bull - 

Do'wnright. adj. 

1. Plain; open; apparent; undifguifed. 

An admonition from a dead author, or a caveat f robl > an 
impartial pen, will prevail more than a downright advice, 
which may be miflaken as fpoken magifterially. Bacon. 

It is downright madnefs to flrike where we have no power 
to hurt. L 1 Efl range. Fab 44 - 

Religion feems not in danger from doivnright atheifm, lince 
rational men muft rejedl that for want of proof. Rogers s Serm. 

The merchant’s wife, who abounds in plenty, is not to 
have downright money; but the mercenary part ct her mind 
is engaged with a prefent of plate. Spectator, N 9 . 266. 

2. Diredlly tending to the point ; plain; artlels. 

I would rather have a plain downright wifdom, than a 
' foolifii and afFedlcd eloquence. Ben.Johnfn’sDifcoveries. 

3. Unceremonious; honeftly furly. 

When it came to the count to fpeak, old fadl fo flared him 
in the face, after his plain downright way, that the count was 
ftruck dumb. Addifon s Count Tai ifjf* 

4. Plain; without palliation. 

The idolatry was direcl and doivnright in the people, whofe 
credulity is illimitable. Brown s Vulgar Errours , l. i. c. 4. 
Do'wnsitting. n.f. [down and ft.] Reft; repofe ; the adt 
of fitting down, or going to reft. 

Thou knoweft my downfitting and mine uprifing ; thou un* 
derftandefl my thoughts afar off. Pj • cxxxix. z a 

.. , vadv. [ounepearu, Saxon. J 

Downwards. ) l j j 

1. Towards the center. 

As you lift up the glafies the drop will afeend flower and 
flower, and at length reft, being carried downivard by its 
weight, as much as upwards by the attraction* Newton’s Opt . 

2. From a higher fltuation to a lower. 

Look downward on that globe, whofe hither Tides, 

With light from hence, fhines. Milton’ s Paradife Lojl, b. iii„ 
Hills are ornamental to the earth, affording pleafant pro- 
fpedls to them that look downwards from them upon the fub- 
jacent countries. Ray on the Creation » 

What would this man ? Now upward will he foar. 

And little lefs than angel, would be more : 

Now looking downwards, juft as griev’d, appears 
To want the ftrength of bulls, the fur of bears. Popes. 

3. In a courfe of fucceffive or lineal defeent. 

A ring the count does wear, 

That downward hath fucceeded in his houfe> 

From fon to fon, fome four or five defeents. Sbakefpeare * 

Do'wn ward. adj. 

1. Moving on a declivity ; tending towards the center 3 tend* 
ing to the ground. 

With downivard force. 

That drove the fand along, he took his way, 

And roll’d his yellow billows to the fea. Dryden’ s AEn* 

2. Declivous ; bending. 

When Aurora leaves our northern fphere, 

She lights the downivard heaven, and rifes there. Dryd. Virgt 

3. Deprefled ; dejedted. 

At the loweft of my downward thoughts, I pulled up my 
heart to remember, that nothing is atchieved before it be 
thoroughly attempted, and that lying ftill doth never cr© 
forward. Sidney, 

Do'wny. adj. [from down.] 

I. Covered with down or nap; 

By his gates of breath 

There lies a downy feather, which ftirs not ; 

Did 
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